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Honorable William J. Casey July 6, 1982
c/o ‘

Rogers and Wells

New York, N.Y,

Dear Mr. Casey, -

Re: The Middie éasrern Railroad, linking Africa, Asia and Europe
- via Egypt, Israel and Lebanon

You will recall | hope the meetings we had in 1975 and thereafter, at
Exim Bank and Rogers and Wells, in regard to the topic above. The outlook
for that project looked great until the civil war in Lebanon threw it into the

file. (For your recollection please see attached a copy of a letter from Hon.
~ Maxwell Rabb written in 1975).

The present events in Lebanon may signal the opening of a new leaf in
the life of that region. Perhaps it is not n°cessary to awaijt for the guns to fall
silent in order to bring to the minds of the reglons leaders the opportunities
which peace will offer to their peoples.

My interest is to follow your train of .thought during the days of your chair-
manship of Exim Bank, and to personally contribute to the following:

a. U.S. government encouragement and seed funds in the form of a feasibi~
ity study;

b. The formation of an international consortium under the leadership of U,S.
companies and with the cooperation of the countries in the Middle East.

Your advice and forwarding of this project to President' Reagan and your
colleagues in the Administration will be much appreciated. The leadership of
a personality of your stature will help move it from paper into being.

Awaiting your reply | remain

- ‘ - . Yours truly,
Encl. _ _ S &ﬂ/
PO:ti ' Philip Opher
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Proposal
first presented' in 1975
regarding
RE~OPENING OF THE
MIDDLE EASTERN RAILWAY
which before the World War Il linked
Europe, Asia and Africa ' '
through the present-day territories of
Egypt, Israel, Lebanon and Syria
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